THE   RECENT  STATE TREASON TRIALS
"We considered that Fascism was the most organized form of capital-
ism, that it would triumph, would seize Europe, and stifle us. It was
therefore better to come to terms with it, it was better to consent to a
compromise in the sense of retreating from Socialism to capitalism. AJ1
this was explained by the following argument: better make certain sacri-
fices, even very severe ones, than lose everything. I should explain,
emphasize this principle, because without it, it would be quite impossible
to understand how the bloc and the centre of the bloc could have entered
upon the course of terrorist straggle, of wrecking struggle, of diversive
acts, on a defeatist position."
And in his last plea Sokolnikov said:
"Our programme was anti-people. We could not count on the support
of the masses. And that meant that the next step was that we were bound,
and such an attempt was made, to pass to conspiratorial methods of
struggle. We found that we had no weapon except conspiracy. There
was no possibility whatever of a mass struggle. But even for conspiracy
our own forces proved inadequate. Even for conspiracy ... we were
obliged to seek forces, to seek allies, outside our organization and outside
our country. We were obliged to seek any allies we could come across,
and we came across such as were the bitterest enemies of those with
whom we had started the struggle.
"And so we passed from conspiracy to adventures, and these adven-
tures immediately led us into the Fascist pitfall because we had found
allies in the Fascist organization, and they seized hold of us, and we
became their puppets."
Radek gives another additional reason; he said in die course of
his last plea:
"Some of my fellow accused returned to the path of struggle as
convinced Trotskyites, who permanently denied the possibility of build-
ing up Socialism in one country. I returned having ceased to believe this
conception of Trotsky's. I returned because I shrank from the diffi-
culties that confronted Socialism in 1931-33. This only shows that to
admit the building of Socialism is easier theoretically than to possess the
strength and firmness which was fostered only in those who followed the
Party from profound internal conviction and did not combat it."
Radek shows in his last plea how, once having thrown in his
lot with the Trotskyites because of his fear of the difficulties con-